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Medical Schools Adding Focus  
on Developmental Disabilities 

 
by Courtney Perkes, 3/12/2018 
Source: https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2018/03/12/
medical-schools-focus-dd/24838/ 
 
 An innovative new program is aiming to ensure that the next generation of 
doctors is far more prepared to treat the needs of those with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 
 A half-dozen medical schools across the country are already part of the effort 
dubbed the National Curriculum Initiative in Developmental Medicine. Led by Dr. 
Priya Chandan at the University of Louisville, the group will ultimately expand to 
include 12 schools that will each design and implement their own curriculum 
covering communication and clinical skills. 
 “Having more providers trained in developmental medicine and taking care of 
this population across the lifespan will result in better access to care and also better 
quality of care,” Chandan said. 
 Since the program began at the University of Louisville last year, for instance, 
all second-year medical students now meet with Special Olympics athletes to learn 
about their needs. A fourth-year elective rotation at a clinic treating patients with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities has drawn students whose specialties 
vary from general surgery to obstetrics/gynecology, Chandan said. 
 The four-year initiative is a partnership between Special Olympics International 
and the American Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry, which 
award each participating medical school a $25,000 grant. 
 In addition to the University of Louisville, the other five schools are the Baylor 
College of Medicine, the University of Colorado, The Ohio State University, Case 
Western Reserve University and Georgetown University. Six more will be 
selected. 
 Chandan said her interest arose because she has an older brother with Down 
syndrome and she saw the challenges he faced as he aged out of pediatric care. 
 “It’s always a difficult situation to go from a provider that really knows you and 
has seen you your whole life to have to transition to the adult system,” Chandan 
said. “The majority of the training historically has been in pediatrics, which was 
appropriate at the time, but this population is going into adulthood and also aging.” 
 David Ervin, chief executive for The Resource Exchange, a Colorado Springs, 
Colo. nonprofit service provider that is collaborating with the University of 
Colorado on the effort, called the initiative unprecedented. 
 “How many times do we see a young adult with a developmental disability and 
the doctor turns and faces the caregiver and starts asking the caregiver all the 
questions?” Ervin said. 
 He said barriers to quality health care for patients with disabilities have ranged 
from financial to functional, such as extremely short appointment times and lack of 
training for doctors. 
 Ervin noted that a primary care doctor treating an adult with Down syndrome 
should be aware of the higher prevalence of cardiovascular and Alzheimer’s 
diseases. 
 “If you don’t know that those are common conditions among folks with Down 
syndrome, you never know to ask,” he said. 
 In one project, Ervin said Colorado medical students are developing smoking 
cessation tools specifically for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. 
 “The ultimate hope is we have people who happen to have disabilities who are 
just experiencing better health,” he said. 
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“FOCUS” is a publication of the Pierce County Coalition for Developmental Disabilities and             
is funded through a grant from Pierce County Human Services, DD. 
 
“FOCUS” is published four times per year and is available free of charge. Our Fall and Spring 
issues are available online only.  Our Winter and Summer issues are hard-printed and distributed to 
3,000. 

 
PC2 is comprised of both individuals & organizations of parents, guardians, professionals, & other partners interested in 
the well-being of individuals with developmental disabilities. Opportunities to gain information, education, & 
networking are available through our newsletter, website at www.pc2online.org, topical meetings/forums, & Resource 
Guide.   
 
PC2 also provides education on the legislative process regarding policies 
& funding which allow families & individuals choice, control, & 
flexibility.  
 
PC2’s office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Please visit 
anytime for information, resources, brochures, or help with Internet 
searches. 
 
If you have information on classes, conferences or events, or articles 
which may be of interest to others, please submit to:  
PC2, 3716 Pacific Avenue #A, Tacoma, WA  98418-7836 
253-564-0707 (T), 253-564-0702 (F), 1-877-DD-LINKS (TF)          
E-mail: info@pc2online.org Web: www.pc2online.org    
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PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

From the Director’s Desk . . . 
 
Dear Families & Friends of PC2: 
 
It’s finally Spring!  That winter seemed to go on forever, but we 
“sprang forward” and are now onto a time of renewed energy. 
 
The end of 2017 brought some staffing changes to PC2: 
 
In November, Tami McGrath, our longtime LINKS Program Coordinator, made 
the difficult decision to leave PC2 so that she is better able to focus on the needs 
of her immediate and extended family.  Tami’s absence has been deeply felt by 
our families and providers.  She affected the lives of so many individuals in 
Pierce County throughout her tenure here and her dedication to the families and 
family members we serve.   
 
Her extensive knowledge of resources in Pierce County has helped families meet 
the complex needs of their loved ones in so many different ways, from finding an 
individual provider, or a dentist that takes Medicaid, or how to get assistance in 
paying a light bill. 
 
Tami’s creativity, commitment, and compassion have been the basis of her 
unending search for solutions, sometimes even when none seemed possible.  
For many years, Tami was always just “a phone call away.”  We wish her well on 
her new journey. 
 
Jacob McGrath, PC2’s Self Advocacy Outreach Assistant, received an increase 
in hours at his job with Panera Bread, which made it difficult for him to continue 
to support PC2’s Tuesday Coffee Clutch.   
 
Jake consistently welcomed all individuals who joined the Coffee Clutch group 
and helped them in advocating for their wants and needs.  His smile and warm 
demeanor will be missed by the folks who visit the office. 
 
We have hired two new Program Assistants to assist you with your systems and 
services calls and questions – Kim Fortney and Sandi Gruberg.  See page 4 to 
meet them for yourself and please help us welcome them to PC2. 
 
As this issue is “put to bed,” we are just receiving the Pierce County RFP for 
funding into 2018-2019.  Rest assured, we will be diligently working on our 
service plan so that we can continue to provide needed services and supports to 
the families in Pierce County.  Please call the office if you have any questions 
(253.564.0707). 
 
Be well,  
BethAnn 
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Greetings! 

My name is Kim, and I am a new staff member of PC2 and so 
very happy to be here.   

I have two sons, ages 26 and 28.  My oldest son (Kyle) 
experiences disabilities. He received services from the Birth 
to 3 Program at the Kindering Center in Bellevue, and he 
attended the Issaquah School District for grades preschool 
through 9th.  We moved to Puyallup where he completed his 
high school and transition years. He attended the Highland 
Center (Bellevue) Day Camp and I was a member of the PTA 
and the Special Needs PTA during our years in Issaquah.   

We have worked with multiple agencies during the past - DDA, DVR, Enrich, and SSI.  I have 
personal experience with guardianship, representative payee, and being Kyle’s co-trustee. I have 
also worked with DDA in crisis bed placement and supported living placement in Lacey, where my 
son is thriving and has become much more independent than I could have ever imagined for him.  
Best of all - he has a supportive and loving village should anything happen to me.  

I am honored to be a part of the fantastic team at PC2 and I look forward to working with you and 
helping in any way I can - to navigate systems and problem-solve issues that may be occurring at 
this season of life.   

I am happy to share our journey (successes, as well as disappointments) and work diligently to make 
your families journey a successful one as well! 

Hello, 
 
I'm Sandi, one of your new Program Assistants with PC2.  
 
I am excited to partner with our families in Pierce County and to 
be a link to resources within our community.  I bring with me a 
passion for disability rights and years of experience in healthcare 
administration and adult education.  I have been a Tacoma 
resident for the last 18 years and enjoy writing, painting, building 
furniture, and creating upcycled/found art.  I have two young-
adult children who keep me in a constant state of learning and 
discovery.  
 
As a parent of an adult who experiences a developmental 

disability, I know first-hand the importance of community supports and advocating for awareness 
and inclusion.  I look forward to the work we will do together. 
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Don’t Miss Out! 
 

PC2 has limited funding  
available to provide  

down-payment assistance  
to first-time homebuyers who 

meet income guidelines and have 
a family member with a 
developmental disability.  

 
PC2 also assists families with homebuyer education,  

credit repair, pre-purchase counseling  
and budget counseling.  

 
Please contact Shawna Franklin,  
PC2 Housing Program Manager, 

with any questions at 253.564.0707 ext. 101  
or email shawna@pc2online.org 

Do you have a  
personal copy? 

 
Call the PC2 office 

and make 
arrangements to pick 

up the updated  
Pierce County  

Resource Guide! 
 

253.564.0707 



6              PC2 FOCUS  ~  Spring, 2018 

PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

PC
2 

Ev
en

ts
 



PC2 FOCUS  ~  Spring, 2018             7             

PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

PC
2 Events 



8              PC2 FOCUS  ~  Spring, 2018 

PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

A
D

R
C

 E
ve

nt
s 



PC2 FOCUS  ~  Spring, 2018             9             

PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

A
D

R
C

 Events 



10              PC2 FOCUS  ~  Spring, 2018 

PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

A
D

R
C

 E
ve

nt
s 



PC2 FOCUS  ~  Spring, 2018             11             

PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

A
D

R
C

 Events 



12              PC2 FOCUS  ~  Spring, 2018 

PC2: Empowering individuals with developmental disabilities and their families since 1995! 

PC
2 

Pa
rt

ne
re

d
 E

ve
nt

s 

Next classes:   
Friday, March 30th 
Friday, April  27th 
Friday, May 25th 
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Metro Parks Specialized Recreation Youth Activities 

(3/31 –8/11) 
 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS & SPORTS Ages 8+ 
 
Special Olympics: Soccer 89491 
It’s time for another soccer season. Participants will need tall socks, shin guards and cleats. Meet at 
SERA multisport complex next to STAR Center on Saturdays and at Gray Middle on Tuesdays. Bring 
plenty of water and make sure to dress for the weather.  
3/10-5/19  Sat  10-11:30am @ SERA multi-sport complex  
4/10-5/15 Tue 5:30-7pm @Gray Middle School 
Age: 8+ Min 50 Max 90 
Location: SERA multi-sport and Gray Middle School  
Confirmation: Dress for the weather, bring plenty of water. Make sure you have high socks and shin 
guards.  
 
 
Special Olympics: Track and Field 89492 
Spring is right around the corner; it’s time to get outside and practice Track and Field. Let’s go for a 
run, walk or try your hand at a field event.  There’s something for everyone! Meet us at Gray Middle 
School. 
4/10-5/29 Tue 5:30-7pm  @Gray Middle School 
4/12-5/31 Thu 5:30-7pm  @Gray Middle School  
Age: 8+ Min 50 Max 90 
Location: Gray Middle School 
Confirmation: dress for the weather and bring plenty of water.  
 
Special Olympics: Softball  
Please join us this summer for Special Olympics Softball at Heidelberg. We will have individual skills, 
tee-ball, junior, senior and unified teams. Wear cleats, baseball hat and weather appropriate sports 
attire. Please bring your mitt and a water bottle. 
6/7-8/23  Thu  5:30-9:009m @Heidelberg Baseball Fields   
Age: 8+ Min 50 Max 90 
Location: Heidelberg Baseball Fields 1902 S Tyler St, Tacoma, WA 98405 
Confirmation: Dress for the weather, bring plenty of water. A detailed schedule of dates, including 
Special Olympics Regionals, State and other important events will be available to you as soon as 
possible. If conditions are too severe we may cancel practice for the week. Reasons for cancelation 
include but are not limited too bad air quality and extreme heat.  
 
Special Olympics: Golf    
Meet us at Meadow Park Golf Course this summer for some fun golfing. Please bring your clubs and 
a water bottle to each practice. If you need clubs, please let us know. Please wear a hat or visor, 
and golf course appropriate attire. All athletes are required to have a current AFP on file before the 
first practice. This is fun for all levels! There will be a 9-hole team and an individual skills team.6/11-
8/20  Mon  5:00-7:00pm @ Meadow Park Golf Course   
Age: 8+ Min 8 Max 25 
Location: Meadow Park Golf Course 7108 Lakewood Dr W, Tacoma, WA 98467 
Confirmation: Dress for the weather, bring plenty of water. A detailed schedule of dates, including 
Special Olympics Regionals, State and other important events will be available to you as soon as 
possible. If conditions are too severe we may cancel practice for the week. Reasons for cancelation 
include but are not limited too bad air quality and extreme heat.  
 
FootGolf  
Try your hand, or rather your foot at one of the most unique sports in Tacoma, FootGolf! Join us at 
Meadow Park Golf course for a round on the Williams. No clubs required, just a soccer ball. Bring a 
great attitude, a water bottle, wear close toed tennis shoes, and we will teach you how to play! 
4/12 - 6/21  Thu 9:30-11:30 
Age: 8+ Min 8 Max 2 
Location: Meadow Park Golf Course 7108 Lakewood Dr W, Tacoma, WA 98467 
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WEEKEND ADVENTURES 
 
Parent’s Night in With Child Watch Age: 8-14 
Enjoy a nice easy night of cooking relaxing at STAR Center while we take care of your children! 
They can come and craft and play games with us while you relax with other parents. Please make 
sure to register everyone who will be in attendance. Child fee: $10; Adult fee: $40 
 05/31  Thu  5:00 - 7:00 pm  Barcode: 91361 
Age 8+  Min 10 Max 35 
Location: Meet at STAR; Kitchen and Tot-Trek   
  
Pierce College Science Dome Kids Show  Age: 8-14  
Meet us at STAR to take an educational and fun trip to the Pierce College Science Dome. This is a 
public event so there will be other families there but we’ll take care of the driving and your ticket 
into the event. The Science Dome projects educational videos onto a screen that surrounds us 
completely, this event may be highly stimulating. Parents are welcome to attend but not required. 
$20 Attendant fee: $10  
04/21  Sat  2:45– 5 pm  
Age: 8-14 Min 8 Max 13 
Location: Meet at STAR  
 
Around Tacoma Scavenger Hunt  Age: 13-16   
Walk and ride around Down Town Tacoma with us while you look for hidden objects, take pic-
tures of important landmarks and learn to navigate through the city. We will be taking public 
transportation through Tacoma, and enjoying the beautiful city we live in. Parents are welcome to 
attend but not required. Meeting at Freighthouse Square. $13 
06/17  Sat 1 pm – 3 pm 
Age: 13-16  Min 10 Max 15  
Location: Meet at Freighthouse Square  
 

COOKING CLASSES AT STAR  
 
Kitchen Safety   Age: 8-14  
The most important part of cooking for yourself is being safe in the kitchen. This class is geared 
towards beginning chefs who still need practice handling knives, cooking over a gas stove top, 
and recognizing potential hazards. $20 
04/29  Sun 12 pm-2 pm 
 
Cooking Basics  Age: 8-14  
For some people the best thing is a nice easy meal that you can make all on your own. We are 
going to prepare the easiest things for each meal, scrambled eggs, an easy sandwich, and pasta. 
$20 
05/13   Sun 10 am – 12 pm 
 
Making a Meal  Age: 8-14   
We’re going to put together all of the skills we have learned and make a whole meal for our-
selves. This meal will include four courses, salad, appetizer, main course, and dessert. $20 
05/27  Sun 10 am – 12 pm 
 
 
SUMMER CAMP 
 
Camp Wonderlots   Age: 12-18 
This recreational camp provides opportunities for youth with disabilities to have fun, get active, 
make crafts, and socialize with friends. Other activities include outdoor activities on SERA Cam-
pus, water games, sports and 2 field trips. All campers receive a special T-shirt. For information 
or to register. $130 
9033508/06 - 08/10  M-F  9 am - 2 pm 
 
For more information, contact: 
Beau Benner, Specialized Recreation Coordinator  
Office: (253) 404-3950  Mobile: (253)651-5822 
STAR Center, 3873 S. 66th St. 
Tacoma, WA 98409 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact: Rickard Guild 
       Phone: 253-426-1862  
       Email: rickardg@centerforce.net 
 

Centerforce celebrates 50th anniversary gala and auction presented by KeyBank 
 

Actor/comedian Bill Chott of Disney’s ‘Wizards of Waverly Place’ to emcee;  
goal is to raise $35,000 to reduce cost of the uncompensated services provided for clients 

 
Lakewood, WA, Feb. 26 - Centerforce celebrates its 50th-anniversary Just Like You Gala Dinner & Auction 
on Thursday, May 10, 2018 with the goal of raising $35,000 to help defray costs associated with serving its 
clients.  
 
These funds will help reduce the cost of the uncompensated services Centerforce provide for clients, such as 
Willie, a 62-year-old African-American man who has dialysis three times a week. Centerforce supports Willie — 
a client for 18 years — so that his health concerns do not stop him from working within his abilities or his day-to-
day life. When the need arises, Centerforce’s clients receive help with securing housing, transportation, job 
supplies, financial and legal paperwork, identification and more — all services which are not reimbursed by 
government sources. 
 
Actor/comedian Bill Chott is the night’s guest emcee. Chott is currently in the documentary 
“Too Funny to Fail” on Hulu. He is best known as Mr. Laritate on Disney's “Wizards of 
Waverly Place.” He played Thomas in the Johnny Knoxville film, “The Ringer.”  A recent 
appearance as a mailman on NBC’s “This Is Us,” received attention on social media, 
leading to a feature in the United States Postal Service’s employee newsletter. Past awards 
include Best Improv Coach from the Inny Awards and Best Featured Actor in a Musical at 
the Broadway World Awards for his work as Fred Mertz in “I Love Lucy Live on 
Stage.” Chott studied with Stephen Colbert at The Second City and performed in the 
theater's touring company with Tina Fey and Amy Poehler. He later worked with Dana 
Carvey, Steve Carell and Colbert on “The Dana Carvey Show.” 
 
“Through my volunteer work with Special Olympics, I know how important and empowering it is for adults with 
disabilities to engage, both socially and professionally,” Chott said, about Centerforce’s mission to empower 
adults with disabilities to engage in their communities through advocacy, employment and education. Centerforce 
accomplishes this by providing Community Employment and Community Enrichment programs with clients in 
Pierce and South King counties. 
 
KeyBank presents Just Like You Gala Dinner & Auction is 5:30-9:30 p.m. at the Historic 1625 Tacoma Place, 
1625 South Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA 98409. Individual tickets are $50 each or $500 for a table of 10. Tickets 
include a buffet dinner menu provided by ACT 3 Catering of Tukwila. Ted Carlson of Carlson Charity Auctions 
will oversee the auction. Carlson has been doing charity auctioneering in greater Pierce County for nearly 15 
years. Gary Peterson, Alaska Airlines maintenance supervisor and employer of Centerforce clients, will share his 
experiences working with individuals with developmental disabilities. Peterson is an active board member of 
Tacoma Commission on Disabilities, Northwest ADA Center and the co-chair of Alaska Airlines Employee 
Disability Resource Group. 
 
Purchase tickets and register at centerforce.salsalabs.org/2018dinnerauction. 
 
Community Employment programs include Individual Employment and School-To-Work services. Services are 
based on individual needs and may include development of individualized service plans, case management, 
workplace tours, community-based assessments, job development, placement, coaching and collaboration with 
support agencies and community employers.  
 
Community Enrichment programs include Community Inclusion/PASRR, Community Engagement, Community 
Guide and Respite Care services. Services help individuals participate in activities which support skill 
development, independent living and community integration. Activities provide individuals with opportunities to 
develop personal relationships with others in their community.  
 
For more information regarding the Just Like You Gala Dinner & Auction or its services, contact Debby L. 
Graham, M.A., Executive Director, at 253-426-1860 or Rickard Guild, Development Director, at 253-426-1862. 
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Kinship Collaboration Meeting  
Meetings held quarterly.  Call for schedule. Held at HopeSparks, 6424 North 9th Street, Tacoma. For more 
information, contact Rosalyn Alber, Coord. for Relatives Raising Children, 253.565.4484 x 112. 
 
Special Blessings Bible Class for Teenagers & Adults with Developmental Disabilities 
Every Monday, 5-6 p.m. Held at Life Center Church, 1717 South Union, Tacoma, in Room 211. Contact Geri 
for more information at 253.223.4800. 
 
PAVE Pierce County Support Parent to Parent Coffee or Tea with P2P 
1st Monday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Markee Coffee, Gig Harbor 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 6 p.m., PAVE office, Tacoma 
Last Monday of the month, 11:30 a.m., Panera Bread Co., South Hill, Puyallup 
For location or other information, https://wapave.org/get-help/calendar/ 
Contact Doreen VanderVort at 253.439.8001 or P2P@wapave.org  

Pierce Transit Board Meeting 
2nd Monday of the month, 4 pm. Held at 3720 96th Street SW, Lakewood (Rainier Room, first floor of 
Pierce Transit Training Ctr.). Call Deanne Jacobson, 253.581.8066, the week prior to verify or for more info. 
 
Metro Parks Board Meeting 
2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6 pm. Held at 4702 South 19th Street, Tacoma. Call Jennifer for more 
information at 253.305.1091 or visit www.metroparkstacoma.org 

Transition Advisory Committee Meeting 
2nd Tuesday of the month, 7-8:30 am. Held at Elmer's Restaurant, 7427 South Hosmer. For all those with a 
vested interest in transition students. Parents welcome! For more information, contact Sundus Ali, Pierce 
County Human Services, DD, 253.798.4368. (No meetings in July & Aug.) 
 
SPECIAL Families of Puget Sound - Olympia 
3rd Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m., held at First Christian Church, 701 Franklin SE, Olympia.  
Visit www.exceptionalfamilies.org/sfps-olympia.html for more info. 

Relatives Raising Children Support Group 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 5:30-7 pm.  Childcare is available.  Held at HopeSparks, 6424 North 9th 
Street, Tacoma.  For more info, please call Rosalyn Alber, Coordinator for Relatives Raising Children, 
253.565.4484 x 112. 
 
Pierce Co. Interagency Coordinating Council (CICC) 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 9:30-11:30 am. Meetings held at Hope Sparks,  6424 North 9th Street, 
Tacoma. This meeting is for parents & providers in Early Intervention services community. (No mtg. in Aug.) 
 
Family Childcare Assoc. of Pierce County 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 6-8:30 pm. Meetings held to promote & encourage in-home childcare 
providers. Bates South Campus, 2201 S. 78th St., Tacoma. Fee to attend. Dinner mtg.  Call for more info call 
Roberta at  253.565.1683. 
 
ADD Resources Support Group for Adults with ADD/ADHD 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7-9 pm. Hosted by ADD Resources. Meetings held at Jackson Hall, 314 MLK 
Jr. Way (across from TG Hospital). Free parking after 6 pm in the Baker Ctr. Garage. Meetings are free & 
everyone is welcome. Call 206.724.0599 or www.addresources.org for more info. 

Families Building Better Lives for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities  
(formerly Tacoma Parent Group) 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm. Held at TACID, 6315 South 19th Street, Tacoma.  For more 
information, please call 253-948-7263.  
 
Relatives Raising Children Support Group 
4th Wednesday of the month, 10-11:30 am. Held at HopeSparks, 6424 North 9th Street, Tacoma.  For more 
information, please call Rosalyn Alber, Coord. for Relatives Raising Children, 253.565.4484 x 112. 
 
SPECIAL Families of Puget Sound - Gig Harbor 
4th Wednesday of the month, 6 p.m., held at Rainy Dayz Preschool, 2709 Jahn Avenue NW #H7, Gig 
Harbor.  Limited childcare available with advance reg.  Visit http://www.exceptionalfamilies.org/sfps-gig-
harbor.html for more information. 
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Pierce County DD Advisory Board 
1st Thursday of the month, 4:30-5:30 pm, meetings every other month. Meetings held at 3611 S. D St., 
Tacoma, WA 98418. For more info or meeting schedule, call 253.798.6109. 
 
SPECIAL Families of Puget Sound - Tacoma 
2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00 p.m., held at Children's Museum of Tacoma, 1501 Pacific Ave, Tacoma. 
Limited childcare available with advance registration.  For more information please visit http://
www.exceptionalfamilies.org/sfps-tacoma.html 

Group Action for Peninsula People (GAPP) 
3rd Thursday of the month. Call 253.857.7183 for info. 
 
PAVE Pierce County Support Parent to Parent Spanish Speaking Support Group 
1st Friday of the month 6-8 p.m. el primer Viernes de cada mes.   
Childcare available, no RSVP required. 
For location or other information, visit https://wapave.org/get-help/calendar/ 
Contact Doreen VanderVort  at 253.439.8001 or P2P@wapave.org  

PAVE Pierce County Support Parent to Parent Down Syndrome Support Group Moms Night 
Out 
2nd Friday of every month, 6:30 p.m., locations vary.  For location or other information, contact Doreen 
VanderVort at 253.439.8001 or P2P@wapave.org  
 
Tacoma Area Commission on Disabilities 
2nd Friday of the month, 4-6 pm.  Meetings held at Fleet Operations Conference Center, 3639 South Pine 
Street, Tacoma.  For more information, contact Lucas Smiraldo at 253.591.5048. 

GLADD Dances 
3rd Friday of each month, 6-8 pm, September-June.  So. Park Comm. Ctr., 4851 So. Tacoma Way.  $4 
suggested donation per person.  Music & snacks provided.  For individuals 18 & over.  Call Geri for more 
info.  253.223.4800.  If you need special care or supervision, please bring support. 
  
Kayla’s Creative Connection (Art Friday) 
Last Friday of the month, 10 a.m.-12 noon.  Providing individuals with disabilities an in-depth opportunity 
to create art and learn about different artists and their styles.  Held at the PC2 offices, 3716 Pacific Avenue, 
Suite A, Tacoma.  Call 253.564.0707 for more information or to register. 
 
FrienDS Down Syndrome Play Group 
Meets on Saturdays.  Contact Susan Jackson at PAVE/Parent to Parent Program for more 
information.  253.565.2266 x107. 
  
PAVE - “PURPAS - PAVE-ing a Unique Road for People on the Autism Spectrum” Support 
System for Young Adults with High Functioning Autism and their Families 
For meeting location or other information, visit https://wapave.org/get-help/calendar/ 
Contact Susan Jackson for more info. at 253.722.9679 or sjackson@wapave.org 

“SOS”  Siblings Outside the Spectrum Support Group 
For teens who have a brother or sister with Autism.  Meets monthly at PAVE.  Contact Susan Jackson for 
more information at sjackson@wapave.org or call 253.565.2266 x 107. 

PAVE Pierce County Support Community Inclusion Program (CIP) 
Monthly, family friendly training events in various Pierce County locations.  
Visit https://wapave.org/get-help/calendar/ for more information. 
For more information, contact Susan Jackson at 253.565.2266 x 116, sjackson@wapave.org or 
Michele Lehosky at 253.565.2266 x 104, mlehosky@wapave.org 

Companionship Program 
Please contact the Companionship Program at 253.798.2997, email PCCompanionship@co.pierce.wa.us or 
visitwww.piercecountywa.org/companionship for program schedule and event information. 
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Message from PC2 
 
As we plan for future program development, and in an effort to 
best meet the needs of all Pierce County families with a family 
member who experiences a developmental disability, please 
take a few minutes to complete this survey.   
 

Answer only the questions you are comfortable answering.   
 
Thank you for your time and assistance. 
 

 
1. Which of the following best represents your racial or ethnic heritage? Check 
all that apply. 

 American Indian or Alaska Native 

 Asian 

 Black or African American 

 Hispanic or Latino/Latina 

 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

 White 

 Other:  ________________________________ 
 

 
2. Preferred language for written communication:    _______________________ 
 

 
3. Preferred language for spoken communication:   _______________________ 
 

 
4. Do you require an interpreter when seeking services or with assistance in 
accessing services?  _____________________________ 
 
 

5. Zip code:  _____________________________ 

 

Please return to us by March 30th: 
PC2, 3716 Pacific Ave. #A, Tacoma, WA  98418 
or fax to 253.564.0702 
or email to info@pc2online.org 


